
AFRICAN UNION 

 

UNION AFRICAINE 
 

 

UMOJA WA AFRIKA 

UNIÃO AFRICANA 

UNIÓN AFRICANA 

 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, P.O. Box: 3243 Tel.: (251-11) 5513 822 Fax: (251-11) 5519 321 
Email: situationroom@africa-union.org 

 

 

WEBINAR ON THE STATE OF THE AFRICAN STANDBY FORCE:         
PRESENT AND FUTURE OF STABILITY INCLUDING RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT IN AFRICA 
 
13th SEPTEMBER 2024 
 
 

STATEMENT FOR DR. ALHAJI SARJOH BAH (PhD), DIRECTOR FOR CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 
DIRECTORATE 

 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS: “THE AFRICAN STANDBY FORCE AT 20 YEARS” 

 
Excellencies, Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
I am deeply honored to address this gathering as we reflect on the state of the African Standby 
Force (ASF), over 20 years ago. The ASF has been a key pillar of the African Peace and Security 
Architecture (APSA) and a testament to our continent’s resolve to address its own peace and 
security challenges. This occasion not only provides us the opportunity to reflect on the journey 
thus far, but also to chart the path forward in realizing the full potential of the ASF to respond 
to the evolving dynamics of peace and security on the continent.  

 
Earlier this year in the month of May, the African Union (AU) marked the 20th anniversary of the 
AU Peace and Security Council (PSC) alongside the Military Staff Committee (MSC), in Dar Es 
Salaam, Tanzania. This occasion was a profound reminder of the AU’s unwavering commitment 
to a unified and resilient Africa. As we revisited the Solemn Declaration of the Common African 
Defence and Security Policy (CADSP) adopted in 2004, we reaffirmed our shared commitment 
and dedication to the principles of human rights, peaceful coexistence, and respect for 
sovereignty. It is through the CADSP that the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) 
embodies the expanded agenda on peace and security, to which the AU PSC is at the core, and 
the ASF serves as a tool at the disposal of the PSC for the deployment of AU Peace Support 
Operations (PSOs). 
 
In the same vein, 21 years ago in 2003, the AU undertook its first mission in Burundi, laying the 
foundation for what would become the African Standby Force. This mission was a testament to 
our collective commitment to African solutions for African challenges. It was a bold step, driven 
by the recognition that our continent must take ownership of its peace and security architecture, 
and it set the stage for the many achievements we celebrate today. 
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The ASF was envisioned as a cornerstone of the APSA, designed to be a robust and rapidly 
deployable force capable of responding to crises across the continent. Our founding fathers 
envisioned the ASF as a collective defense mechanism designed to address conflict, prevent 
crises, and contribute to stability on the continent. The vision of our AU founding fathers was 
clear: Africans taking the lead in resolving African problems in complex emergency scenarios.  
 
Excellencies, Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
Over the years, we have seen the ASF grow in scope, capacity, and effectiveness, and make 
significant and commendable strides. It has contributed to PSOs across our continent, often 
under challenging circumstances, with notable examples of deployment in crises such as 
Somalia, Sudan, and the Central African Republic, among others. These missions have 
demonstrated our capacity to act decisively in defense of peace, security, and democratic 
principles as espoused in articles 4(h&j) of the AU Constitutive Act. 
 
Our experiences over the past two decades have provided us with invaluable lessons. We have 
learned the importance of strong political will, effective coordination between the AU and 
Regional Economic Communities/Regional Mechanisms (RECs/RMs), and the necessity of 
continuous capacity-building efforts to maintain readiness to deploy. The operationalization of 
the ASF of course, has not been without challenges, but each challenge has strengthened the 
resolve of the AU and sharpened our collective capacity to act swiftly where necessary.  
 
As we look back, it is clear that the ASF has made significant progress. It has developed the ability 
to mobilize and deploy forces rapidly, fostered greater cooperation among African states, and 
contributed to the stabilization of numerous conflict zones. The ASF has also played a crucial 
role in shaping the AU’s approach to deploying PSOs on the continent, adopting a 
multidimensional approach whilst also emphasizing the importance of African leadership, 
among other principles, in resolving African conflicts. 
 
Excellencies, Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
While we celebrate these successes, we must also look forward and at the same time 
acknowledge the challenges that remain. The security landscape in Africa is constantly evolving, 
with new and complex challenges emerging. These include the rise of non-state actors, the 
increasing impact of climate change on conflict, and the need for more comprehensive 
approaches that address the root causes of instability. As such, the ASF must continue to evolve. 
 
In this context and as we look to the future, I would like to highlight several key lines of thought 
that we must consider as we chart the future of the ASF: 
 

1. Adaptability and Flexibility: The diversity of threats we face today—from asymmetric 
warfare and terrorism to pandemics and climate-induced disasters—demands that the 
ASF continues to adapt and innovate in order to remain relevant, effective and fit for 
purpose. This includes enhancing our capabilities to address unconventional threats, 
such as terrorism, cyber threats, and also pandemics, while also remaining responsive to 
traditional conflicts. The directive the AU Commission received recently from its Member 
States to conduct a Strategic Review of the ASF is a step in the right direction, as it offers 



an opportunity to identify the critical areas for improvement and outline the processes 
needed to address them to reinforce the ASF's readiness for future deployments in 
coordination with RECs/RMs. 
 
Furthermore, this milestone compels us to reflect on the next chapter of ASF’s 
operationalization. It is imperative that we enhance the integration of our peace and 
security efforts with socio-economic development initiatives, recognizing that lasting 
peace is anchored in sustainable development. Additionally, our focus must extend to 
reinforcing preventive diplomacy and early warning systems to address root causes of 
conflict before they escalate into crises. 

 
2. Strengthening Partnerships: Collaboration with international partners, including the 

United Nations (UN) and other multilateral organizations, remains essential, particularly 
in light of the significant role AU PSOs play in maintaining peace across Africa through 
early action and rapid deployment. This critical contribution has been a key factor in the 
adoption of UN Security Council (SC) Resolution 2719 (2023), which enables AU-led PSOs, 
mandated by the AU PSC and authorized by the UNSC, to receive up to 75% of their 
funding from UN Assessed Contributions, with the remainder to be jointly mobilized from 
the international community. The impetus behind UNSCR 2719 is clear: to ensure 
sustainable, predictable, and adequate funding for AU-led PSOs, marking a significant 
step forward in contributing to the continent's peace and security efforts.  

 
3. Sustainability and Funding: Ensuring sustainable funding mechanisms are vital to the 

ASF’s future, if the tool is to respond effectively to emerging crises on the continent. The 
ASF's ability to maintain operational readiness, deploy rapidly, and address complex 
security challenges hinges on the availability of reliable and consistent financial 
resources. Therefore, it is imperative to explore innovative financing strategies that go 
beyond the current traditional methods, and this should include developing mechanisms 
to mobilize domestic resources, engaging the private sector, and leveraging public-
private partnerships. By reducing dependency on external funding, the ASF can enhance 
its financial autonomy and resilience, ensuring it remains a robust and credible tool for 
responding to conflict and maintaining peace and security in Africa.  

 
4. Capacity Building: It goes without saying that the contributions of AU PSOs have been 

recognized as essential in maintaining peace across our continent. This has been 
demonstrated through comparative advantage by the AU and its RECs/RMs as first 
responders, utilizing early action and rapid deployment to prevent conflict escalation. 
Henceforth, continuous investment in training, equipment, as well as infrastructure is 
necessary to maintain the ASF’s readiness. We therefore must prioritize the 
development of our human resources, particularly in areas such as command and 
control, logistics, and strategic planning. 
 

5. Holistic approaches to peace: Finally, we must recognize that military intervention alone 
is not sufficient to achieve lasting peace. The ASF must therefore be part of a broader, 
integrated strategy that goes beyond military solutions and encompasses political 
dialogue, inclusive governance, promoting economic development and social dimensions 
to ensure that peace is not only achieved, but sustained.  



 
Excellencies, Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
As I conclude, allow me to highlight that this webinar is not only an opportune time for 
celebration, but also for critical reflection. The ASF has come a long way since its inception, and 
it stands as a testament to what we can achieve when we unite for a common cause.  Regardless, 
the AU is proud of the progress we have made over the past 21 years, and we salute the 
courageous men and women of the African Standby Force who have served with dedication and 
distinction.  
 
But the journey is far from over. As we forge ahead, we must do so with the conviction that a 
peaceful, stable, and prosperous Africa is within our reach, and that the ASF is a vital instrument 
in this pursuit. Let us renew our commitment to strengthening the ASF and ensuring that it 
remains a pillar of peace and security on our continent. 
 
I thank you. 
 


